
Making Planning Work
Shaping our Built Environment:
The role of Councils in Placemaking

Half-day Seminar Programme
30 January 2018
Baby Grand Theatre, Grand Opera House

Time Event Speaker

08:45 Registration, Coffee and Refreshments

09:15 Chairman’s Welcome Seamus McKee - BBC Radio Ulster

Session One - Expectation and Reality: Where are we now?

09:20 Setting the context Alderman Jim Dillon - Chair, NILGA Planning Working 
Group Confirmed

09:25 Keynote address: Incorporating placemaking 
approaches within the emerging Local Devel-
opment Plans

Angus Kerr - Director of Planning Policy, Department 
for Infrastructure Confirmed

09:45 Long term planning: creating places through 
co-design

Theresa Donaldson - Chief Executive, Lisburn and 
Castlereagh City Council Confirmed

09:55 Creating prosperous places: empowering local 
government

Louise Warde Hunter - Head of Housing, Urban 
Regeneration and Local Government, Department for 
Communities Confirmed

10:05 The benefits of placemaking: how does good 
design impact the culture of a place and help 
shape prosperous places?

Andrew Haley - Built Environment Expert, Design 
Council CABE and Chair, Ministerial Advisory Group, 
Department for Communities Confirmed

10:45 Voices from the floor & panel discussion Ald Jim Dillon - NILGA
Angus Kerr - DFI
Theresa Donaldson - LCCC
Louise Warde Hunter - DfC
Andrew Haley - Design Council CABE

11:00 Coffee Break - Opportunity to Network

Session Two - Expectations for the Future: How do we get there?

11:20 Placemaking through the Local Development 
Plans: how to build and maintain relationships 
with investors, local communities and other 
stakeholders throughout the process

Craig McClaren - Director of Scotland and Ireland, 
RTPI Confirmed

11:40 Case study: creating places fit for the future’s 
demands

Giulia Vallone - Municipal Architect and Urban De-
signer, Cork County Council Confirmed

11:50 Case study: heritage as an anchor for new 
development

TBC

12:00 Taking control: should councils promote good 
design

Hugh Ellis - Head of Policy, Town and Country Plan-
ning Association Invited

12:55 Voices from the floor & panel discssion Craig McClaren - RTPI Scotland
Giulia Vallone - Cork County Council
Hugh Ellis - TCPA

13:25 Concluding Remarks Seamus McKee - BBC Radio Ulster

13:30 Light Buffet Lunch Served - Opportunity to network
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Making Planning Work: Working with developers, meeting communities’ great expectations

Chambré Public Affairs is a communications agency, with a focus 
on government relations and public policy. We believe that 
informed debate is part of a healthy democracy, and that good 
government listens to those who want to invest in jobs, improve 
our services, or work towards a healthier society. To deliver change 
requires research, communication and pressure. We inform, advise 
and support people and organisations that want to breakdown the 
complexity of  government, influence the policy agenda and build 
relationships, so that good ideas are heard and implemented. 

Our people are passionate experts, with backgrounds in politics, 
journalism and corporate communications. We can guide you to 
your goals. 
To learn more about Chambré Public Affairs contact:

Will Chambré - Managing Director
T:  028 9026 8600 | E: will@chambrepa.com 

The Northern Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA) is 
the representative body for the 11 councils in NI. It promotes,             
develops and champions local government by developing re-
gional (all Council) approaches to key issues affecting the sector, 
including elected member development, collective lobbying, policy              
formulation, best practice events and campaigns to improve de-
mocracy and public services. 

NILGA members are drawn from each of the 11 councils. The       
Association supports and represents NI Local Government’s       
nterests on regional bodies such as the Partnership Panel with the 
NI Assembly, within the Local Government Group of Associations 
in the UK (with over 550 councils as members) and in Europe.

By ensuring a collective framework for and with councils, NILGA             
communicates the importance of local government as a growing,           
sustainable and contemporary part of government in NI, ensuring 
that the sector is a partner of equal, equipped with an informed, 
strong, unified voice when dealing with central government, the EU 
and other legislative bodies. 

To learn more contact: 

Derek McCallan - Chief Executive
T: 028 9079 8972 | E: d.mccallan@nilga.org 

www.chambrepa.com www.nilga.org


